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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The request filed January 24, 2007 for a request for continued examination 
(RCE) under 37 CFR 1.1 14 based on patent application 09/831,935 is acceptable and 
an RCE has been established. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/ or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Yaakov Schatz (Registration No, 44,320) on 02/28/2007. 

As the result of Examiner's amendment, 

• Dependent claim 6 is canceled. 

• Independent claims 1 and 9 are amended. Like wise, dependent 
claim 7 is amended to correct dependency. 

Dependent claim 6 is canceled and incorporated into independent claim 1 , 
consequently independent claim 1 is amended. Furthermore, independent claim 9 is 
amended so that it would overcome the ground of rejection set forth in the previous 
office action. 

The application has been amended as follows: In the claims 

1. (Currently amended) A method of communicating with an electronic device, 
comprising: 

providing a computer having a sound sub-system; 

providing a personal communicator which utilizes a communication network; 
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initiating a connection by said computer, over said communication network, to 
said personal communicator; 

transmitting aft distinct acoustic wave from the personal communicator to the 
computer, in response to the connection initiation; 

receiving the acoustic wave via the sound sub-system; and 

identifying said personal communicato r, by the computer, responsive to the 
received acoustic wave. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim \6, wherein the connection 
initiation indicates a distinctive audio response that the personal communicator is to 
transmit. 

9. (Currently amended) A method of authentication, comprising: 

providing a computer having a sound receiving and generating sub-system 
including a microphone; 

providing a personal communicator which utilizes a communication network; 

opening a connection, over said communication network, between said computer 
and said personal communicator; and 

transmitting authentication signals over a closed loop between the computer and 
the personal communicator including an audio transmission section in a first direction 
between the sound receiving and generating sub-system of the computer and the personal 
communicator and a section over the communication network in an opposite direction^ 

wherein the authentication signals include a distinct signal . 

Allowable Subject Matter 



Claim 21 was previously canceled. 

As the result of Examiner's amendment, 
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• Dependent claim 6 is canceled. 

• Independent claims 1 and 9 are amended. Like wise, dependent claim 7 
is amended to correct dependency. 

Thus claims 6 and 21 are canceled and claims 1-5 and 7-20 and 22-24 

remain in the application. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 7-20 and 22-24 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

5. Referring to the independent claims 1 and 9 the art on the record, the 
combination of the references, namely Morris and Derks discloses most of the 
limitation of the claims before the claims were amended as shown below. 

For instance, referring to the pervious independent claim 1. V ano 

6. As per claim 1 . Morris discloses a method of communicating with an 
electronic device, comprising: 

providing a computer having an sound receiving and generating sub- 
system including a microphone; (column 1, lines 18-26; column 2, lines 42- 
47) 

providing a personal communicator which utilizes a communication 
network; (column 1, lines 54-57; column 1, lines 48-50; column 2, lines 
55-58) (the personal communicator is interpreted by the office as the computer or 
any device that receives or sends the acoustic information from the sending or 
receiving computer and finally communicate the information to the destination or 
the intended user using the speaker or microphone) 

initiating a connection by said computer, over said communications 
network, to said personal communicator ; (column 2, lines 47-51; 
column 2, lines 39-41; column 1 } lines 14-26; column 5, lines 35-44) and 
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identifying said personal communicator responsive to an audio response of 
said personal communicator ; (column 6, lines 31-33; column 6, 34- 
51). (Identifying the source address of the generated acoustic signals at the 
receiving end meets the recitation of this claim). 

Morris does not explicitly, disclose transmitting an audio responses from the 
personal communicator to the sound receiving and generating sub-system, in 
response to the connection initiation; 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Derks discloses that the personal 
communicator [column 2, line 51] (response unit is met personal 
communicator includes a microphone and the user input device) transmitting 
an audio response from the personal communicator/ response unit to the 
sound receiving and generating sub-system, [column 2, lines 56-57] (the host 
system is met to be the sound receiving and generating sub-system) in response 
to the connection initiation, [column 2, lines 51-60; column 1, lines 30-34] 
(When the instructor from the host system/ computer having a both the microphone 
and speaker that can receive or generate sound wishes to accept a call from a 
particular individual, the host system initiates/ sends a talk instructions to the 
response unit/personal communicator, in response to the talk instruction, the host 
computer through the base unit establishes an audio connection between the 
microphone of the response unit/personal communicator and the host system and 
the host unit/ personal communicator transmits the audio response). 
• However, the combination of Morris and Derks, does not explicitly 
disclose the limitation recited in the canceled dependent claim 6, which is 
incorporated to the respective independent claims 1. In particular, the following 
underlined functional limitation has not been explicitly disclosed by the 
combinations of the references on the record, " transmitting a ft distinct acoustic 
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wave from the personal communicator to the computer, in response to the 
connection initiation; 

receiving the acoustic wave via the sound sub- system; and 

identifying said personal communicato r, by the computer, responsive to the 
received acoustic wave." 

The combination of Morris and Derks, does not explicitly disclose the above 
functional limitation together with the other limitation recited in independent 
claim 1. The claim language now indicates the fact that based on a distinct 
acoustic wave generated by the personal communicator, the computer which 
is receiving the acoustic wave via the sound sub- system could 
identify/authenticate the personal communicator. Such limitation is also 
recited in the amended independent claim 9. 

• None of the prior art of record taken singularly of in combination teaches 
or suggests such a method including all the limitation recited in the respective 
amended independent claims 1 and 9. 

For the reasons provided above, the amended independent claims 1 and 9 are 
found to be novel and are allowed. 
7. The dependent claims 2-5. 7-8. 10-20- 22-24 which are dependent on the 
respective independent claims 1 and 9 being further limiting to the 
independent claims, definite and enabled by the specification are also allowed. 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samson B Lemma whose telephone number is 
571-272-3806. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday (8:00 
am -4: 30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BARRON JR GILBERTO can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private 
PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

SAMSON LEMMA 



02/28/2007 




GILBERTO BARRON 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



